Defining Population Health and Implications for Radiology.
Most definitions of population health include improved patient health, reduced inpatient stays and proce- dures, holistic care of the entire population of a country, and a general approach to improve the quality of healthcare. However, there seems to be no mention of payment for services and resources for reimbursement. The term population health can be considered a philosophy of a new model of healthcare based upon future expectations from current laws and studies from the federal government, most notably through the ACA, and healthcare organizations. Radiology departments may perform fewer procedures in the future and receive less money for these complet- ed procedures. Management will need to adjust budgets and staffing to reflect changes. Radiology departments will need to continue the current trend of doing more with less.